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Abstract

The word/concept turath is a relatively recent one, usually raised in a variety of literary
discussions about the theoretical framing of intertextuality in order to focalize the use
of turath or references to it. This paper, through a reading of Jamal al-Ghitant's Zayni
Barakat as a case study, argues that the frame of intertextuality used to interpret and
read texts that engage with turath often overlooks the importance and the role of the
parent text as a result of the author’s restricted role. To further clarify this point, the
paper invokes what premodern Arab theorists offered as ‘filiation’ (tawlid) which is
one of many terms that refers to literary allusions used by some premodern theorists.
Filiation was/is often referred to extract a newer meaning from an older one by invest-
ing or sometimes even adding to it. In this respect, the subsequently born text bears a
familial relationship with the older text: it is a link of literary paternity in a figurative
way. The new text in the sense of turath is the inheritance that has been left for future

investment with the purpose of growth and profit.
Keywords

al-Ghitani - intertextuality — tawlid - historical consciousness — epistemic

consciousness
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